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which littered the dusty, rocky courtyard; and near him
squatted two shrouded women of the establishment, knead-
ing cow dung into pancakes and slapping them on the sun-
bathed walls of the cow shed to dry into fuel.
The integration of states may have brought changes to
that palace, but it is not likely. I suspect that if it had been
possible to fit it into my visiting list this year, I should have
found the enormous spreading bulk of the Rajah in the
same position ; and would again have been tendered sections
of orange peeled and separated by the fingers of the women
summoned to the task from their dung-pies without the
formality of washing.
At the other end of the scale, it is unquestionably true
that many of the major potentates are still living in the same
degree of splendour as in the days before independence.
They continue to entertain lavishly. Nowadays their guests
may be Parsee millionaires, Congressmen of note, and
senior Indian civil servants instead of the British who were
mainly honoured in the past. But the entertainment is on
the same lines ; and the luxury has suffered no diminution.
Although it is true that for most of the eighty million
inhabitants of the Indian States, and for many of their
rulers, the swift changes have had few immediately per-
ceptible results, the change is none the less one of the most
remarkable in modern history. Almost without a struggle,
divisions and sub-divisions which have persisted for
centuries, and in some cases through successive invasions,
have been rubbed out. The machinery may still be operating
much as it has done in the past. That is inevitable ; ten
years hence the story wilTbe different. By the time the
present generation of rulers has died out, the states will
have died out too, for all practical purposes.
Except in the case of Hyderabad, this silent revolution
has slipped past with little notice from the world's press.
For once the Indian newspapers have scored. They have
not failed to appreciate the trend of events at their full